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Land nemur land / Land colinizing Land
Madur nemur land / Humans colinizing Land

Til fundar vid Eldfell A meeting with Eldfell
Safnahus Vestmannaeyja, 9.9. - 21.10. 2023
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Land nemur land / Land colinizing Land

Kopareeting / cooper etching, 2023,19 x 50 cm




Madur nemur land / Humans colinizing Land
Loftmynd / Aerial photograph, 2023, 60 x 90 cm



Eldfell er rumlega 200 m hatt eldfjall & Heimaey i
Vestmannaeyjum. Pad myndadist i eldgosi sem hofst
23. jantar 1973 en lauk 3. juli 1973. [ upphafi gossins
opnadist stor sprunga fra nordri til sudurs & austasta
hluta Heimaeyjar. Eldfellshraun er um 2,5 ferkilometrar ad
steerd og steekkadi Heimaey um 20%.

Strax og tilkynning barst um ad eldgos veaeri hafid hofst
brottflutningur félks af eynni. 5.500 manns bjuggu i
eyjunni en um 4.000 ibuar voru fluttir burt um néttina.
Um helmingur husa bajarins ymist lenti undir hrauni eda
eydilagdist &4 annan hatt i gosinu, en uppbyggingin var
kroftug eftir ad gosinu lauk.

Syningin Til fundar vid Eldfell er tileinkud 50 ara afmeaeli
Eldfells og opnadi i Safnahusi Vestmannaeyja 9. 9. 2023.
Synd voru verk eftir myndlistarlistamenn, rithéfunda
og fraedimenn alls 20 manns, syningarstjérar voru Vala

Palsdéttir og llana Halperin.

Eftir a0 mér var bodid ad taka patt i syningunni for ég
ad skoda hvernig petta nyja land vard til fyrir 50 arum. |
kjolfarid vann ég tvé ny verk, sérstaklega fyrir syninguna,
Land nemur land / Land colonizing Land og Madur nemur

land / Humans colonizing Land.

Undirbuningsvinnan félst i ad lesa utgefnar baekur um

Heimaeyjargosid, sérstaklega eftir Porleif Einarsson.
Fann par gémul kort sem syndu hvernig nyja landid lagdist
yfir pad land sem fyrir var og madurinn var buinn ad gera
ad sinu. Vann verki® med koparaetingu og hélt ad ég veeri
buin ad koma minum hugdarefnum um Eldfell til skila.

Stuttu sidar bodid i
par

syningarstjorum og fleiri listamdénnum. Vid féorum vitt

var mér vettvangsferd il

Vestmannaeyja og atti godar stundir med
og breitt um eyjuna og gengum & Eldfell. Su ferd vard
einskonar vendipunktur, pad gerdist eitthvad. Eg for ad
velta fyrir mér upplifun pessa nyja lands eftir ad pad
kom sem seigfljétandi hraunrennsli ur métli jardar upp
a yfirbord jardskorpunnar i Heimaey og settist par ad.
Foér um athafnasvaedi hraunsins og skodadi hvad par
var a0 finna. Undrandi virti ég fyrir mér vegasoélt og
rolur, skakkan sjonvarpskja sem kikti uppur staedu
af fiskikdbrum, malbik af vegum, upprullud teppi og
allskonar rusl. Loftmynd af 49 ara ungu landi var tilraun
til ad til ad fanga pau hughrif sem heimsoéknin vakti og
bua til rymi til ad horfa a landid ur lofti par sem linur,
uppgroftur og urdun markar nyja landid sem er i senn

framandi og kunnuglegt.



Eldfell is an approximately 200m volcano on the Heimaey
island in the Vestmannaeyijar islands. It formed in an
eruption which started on 23. January 1973 and ended 3.
July 1973. In the beginning of the eruption a large crack
formed from north to south on the easternmost part of the
island. Eldfellshraun lava is around 2.5 square kilometres in

size and enlarged Heimaey island by about 20%.

Immediately as an announcement was made on an eruption,
the evacuation of island residents began. 5.500 people were
living on the island at the time and about 4.000 residents
were moved off the island in the night of the eruption About
half of all buildings in the town either went under the lava
or were otherwise ruined due to the eruption, but the post-

eruption reconstruction effort was robust.

The exhibition Til fundar vid Eldfell is dedicated to
the 50th anniversary of Eldfell and opened in the
Vestmannaeyjar Museum 9.9.2023. Works by artists,
writers, and theory practitioners were exhibited, all in all
20 people contributed works under the curatorship of

Vala Palsdoéttir and lllana Harperin.

After being invited to participate in the exhibition | began
examining how this new land was formed 50 years ago.

Subsequently | made two new works, especially for this

exhibition, Land colonizing land and Humans colonizing land.

The preparation began by reading publications on the
eruptionin Vestmannaeyjar, especially by Porleifur Einarsson.
There | found old maps which displayed how the new land
laid over the pre-existing area, which humans had already
shaped according to themselves. The work was made with
copper etching, after making it | thought | had concluded my

thoughts on Eldfell mountain.

Shortly afterwards | was invited on a field trip to
Vestmananeyjar where | had good moments with the
curators and other artists. We went all over the island and
hiked up Eldfell. That trip was a turning point, something
happened. | started reflecting on the experience of this
new land after it surfaced as thick flowing lava from
the earth ‘s mantle up to the surface of earth ‘s crust in
Heimaey and took up residence there. | went around an
area in the new lava where humans have designated
working space, mines, and rubbish tips etc. and looked
what was to be found there. Perplexed, | examined leftover
playground objects, swing sets, a broken tv screen which
stood out from a pile of fish crates, asphalt, carpets, and
all kinds of garbage. An aerial photo of the 49-year young
land was an attempt to capture the effect this visit had on
me and construct a space to look at the land from the air
where lines, extraction and implantation of earth material

marks the new land, which is at once foreign and familiar.







Hluti af Loftmynd / Aerial photograph, detail

Syningin Til fundar vid Eldfell var tileinkud 50 ara afmeeli Eldfells og opnadi i Safnahusi Vestmannaeyja,
9.9. - 21.10. 2023 / A meeting with Eldfell, marking the 50th anniversary of the volcano’s birth in 1973.

Syningastjorar / Curators: Vala Palsdottir, llana Halperin.




