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Hand-drawn map, from the 1970s, by Sveinn Jakobsson.



Birgir Vilhelm Oskarsson at the Icelandic Institute of Natural History has been working on detailed mapping
of Surtsey. He created the high-precision map used as a basis for the 3D print the sculpture of Surtsey.



SKULPTUR / SKULPTUR
Sculpture / Schulpture

Anna Lindal kortleggur hverfulleika i umhverfi
okkar par sem samband okkar vid nattaruna er i
brennidepli. Verkid ,Kortlagning kortlagningar
birtir okkur hvernig landmeaelingar hafa proast a
pbeim 60 arum sidan Surtsey vard til. Verkid synir
kortlagningu tveggja kynsléda af jardfraeGingum
sem nalgast vidfangsefnid a élikan mata. Par sjaum
vid handteiknud kort sem voru unnin vid myndun
eyjarinnar par sem headarlinur eru dregnar med
penna ofan a loftmynd af sibreytilegu landslagi. Su
skrasetning, sem unnin er a likamlegan hatt, maetir
teekniframpréoun med prividdarprentudum skulptuar
sem unninn er eftir dronamyndum af eyjunni.

[ listreenum rannséknum Onnu faerist skraning og
meeling & svaedi yfir i ad vera persénuleg, likamleg
og salraen. [ nalgun vid landslagid i kringum okkur
komumst vid ekki hja likamsvitund. Vid upplifum og
skynjum umhverfi okkar og med pvi ad kortleggja
svaeli tileinkum vid okkur pad a vissan hatt. Med
landmaelingum haettir stadur ad verafjarleeghugmynd
og verdur apreifanleg nattira sem vid getum 6dlast
skilning & og eignum okkur a vissan hatt. Kortlagning
a natturunni svarar mannlegri porf til ad skilja, skynja
og eignast vissa hlutdeild i umhverfi okkar.

Text by Brynja Sveinsdottir, Cecilie Cedet Gaihede

Anna Lindal maps out the impermanence of our
environment, where man’s connection to nature is
the focal point. Her work displays the development
of geodetic surveying in the 60 years since Surtsey
Island was created. The work shows the mapping
of two generations of geologists, who approach
their subject in different fashion. There, we see
handdrawn maps that were made as the island was
being created, where contour lines are drawn in
pen on an aerial view of ever-changing landscape.
This physical documentation meets technological
advancement with 3-D printed sculptures based
on drone images of the island.

Anna’s artistic research makes documentation and
measurements of an area into a personal, physical
and psychological experience. Approaching the
landschape around us, we can’t escape a physical
awareness. We experience and perceive our
environment, and by mapping out an area, we
attribute it to ourselves, in a way. With geodetic
surveying, a place stops being a distant idea and
becomes tangible nature that we can understand
and even own, in a manner of speaking. Mapping
the nature answers a human need to understand,
perceive and own a certain part of our environment.
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